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Welcome to this special edition of the Town and Parish Briefing, which has been published to 
provide you with further information about local arrangements ahead of the funeral of Queen 
Elizabeth II on Monday, as well as some important recent updates from our Council.  

A full version of the Briefing will be published later in September. In the meantime, if you 
have ideas and suggestions for future content, please email us at 
communications@westnorthants.gov.uk 

Services in memory of Queen Elizabeth II are set to take place in Northampton and Kettering this Sunday 
18 September. 

Those wishing to attend the Service of Remembrance at All Saints Church in Northampton are 
advised that they can arrive at any time after 10am and must be seated by 10.40am at the latest. 

A ceremonial procession will progress from the Judge’s Lodgings in George Row, arriving at the church 
where dignitaries will be guided to their seating ready for the service to start at 11am. 

The service will also be live streamed on social media and sound will be broadcast via a sound 
system outside the church. 

Roads will be closed around the centre of Northampton and those with blue badges are encouraged to 
park in St Giles Street. Those thinking of attending the service are reminded that parking in Northampton 
is free on Sundays. 

A Service of Commemoration will take place at the St Peter and St Paul’s Church in Market Place, 
Kettering, from 3.30pm on the same day and all are welcome to attend. 

Northamptonshire representatives of different faiths will also come together in memory of Queen 
Elizabeth II for an invitation-only event on Saturday, September 17, supported by the Wellingborough 
District Hindu Association and the Northamptonshire Lieutenancy. 

 Services of Remembrance for the Queen 
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 Leader of the Council 

 Following on from the sad news of Queen Elizabeth 
II’s death and the announcement of a bank holiday 
for the day of the funeral, WNC’s Leadership Team 
has considered our service arrangements in line 
with Government guidance. 

These will be based on the usual Bank Holiday 
service arrangements for our Council, with the 
closure of offices and emergency and out-of-hours 
duty cover being put in place. Some sites, including 
Household Waste and Recycling Centres, will be 
closed for the day, as will schools and further 
education settings, however activities such as 
weddings and booked events, will continue to go 
ahead.  

Regularly updated information about the impact on our services can be found on our website 
and we have also summarised them below: 

Waste and recycling collections 
Household waste and recycling collections will continue to take place as scheduled, however, garden and 
some food waste collections will not take place in the Daventry area due to facility closures. Affected 
residents are asked to leave any uncollected bins out and crews will return to collect them at the earliest 
opportunity.  

Household Waste Recycling Centres 
All recycling centres in West Northamptonshire will be closed on Monday 19 September. 

Customer services 
Our customer services teams won't be available. Our out-of-hours emergency lines will be operating. 

Housing 
Our out-of-hours emergency lines will be operating for reports of anyone homeless. 

Libraries 
Our libraries will be closed on the day of the 
funeral. 

Leisure Centres 
A number of leisure centres across West 
Northamptonshire will be operating restricted 
hours. Please view their websites for the 
most up-to-date information 

Books of condolence 
Books of condolence remain available at 
locations across West Northamptonshire, 
including a number of locations in our towns 
and parishes. Further information and 
opening times can be found on our 
website 

Bank Holiday Monday service arrangements 
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 Leader of the Council 

As Towns and Parishes will be aware, Queen Elizabeth II will be honoured with a full state funeral at 
Westminster Abbey at 11am on Monday 19 September, in a ceremony that will be televised worldwide. 

Some cinemas are also showing free screenings of the funeral. This includes the Vue Cinema in 
Northampton and the Arc Cinema in Daventry, though both events are now fully booked. 

 Leader of the Council 

Two national silences will be observed over the weekend. The first will take place at 8pm on Sunday, the 
day before the Queen’s funeral. 

A second, two-minute silence will be held at 11.55am on Monday at the conclusion of the state funeral 
service for Queen Elizabeth II. 

 Leader of the Council 

Hundreds of people gathered outside All Saints Church in Northampton on Sunday (11 September) for an 
historic ceremony, when The High Sheriff of Northamptonshire, Crispin Holborow DL, formally proclaimed 
the beginning of King Charles III's reign to the people of Northamptonshire. 

The High Sheriff read the Accession 
Proclamation at the ceremony, which 
began at 12.45pm, with the 
proclamation being made at 1pm. 

You can watch a video of the county 
proclamation on our YouTube 
channel 

Then from 2.30pm onwards, town and 
parish councils across Northamptonshire 
read the same proclamation in their 
respective areas. 

The proclamations across our county followed national proclamations that were read out in London on 
Saturday. Proclamations where also read out in Edinburgh, Cardiff and Hillsborough Castle in Northern 
Ireland at midday on Sunday. 

In recognition of the new Sovereign, flags were flown at full mast from the time of the principal 
proclamation at midday on Saturday 10 September, until the local proclamations took place at 1pm on 
Sunday 11 September, when they returned to half-mast as The Queen’s mourning period continued. 

In tribute to Queen Elizabeth II, wreaths were laid by civic leaders in the Memorial Gardens at All 
Saints Church on Saturday. 

And James Saunders Watson, HM Lord-Lieutenant of Northamptonshire and the King’s representative in 
the county, also paid tribute to the Queen in this video. 

Queen Elizabeth II’s state funeral 

Country to fall silent on two occasions  

The proclamation of the new sovereign 
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During the mourning period, the Council has decided 
only to proceed with meetings deemed necessary to 
ensure essential council business continues. 

With a number of important issues on the agenda, it 
was decided that the Cabinet meeting at The Forum 
in Towcester on Tuesday (13 September) should go 
ahead. Overview and Scrutiny Committee meetings 
due to take place on 15 and 19 September were 
postponed to a later date. 

A recording of the Cabinet meeting can be viewed on our YouTube Channel. You can also find out 
more information on the Agenda and Decisions page on our website 

We have also summarised some of the decisions made below: 

Tiffield SEND School 
Cabinet noted the latest progress on this project to create a 250-place school for children with special 
educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and agreed in principle to borrow up to £10million to make 
up the shortfall for the cost of building the new school, which will cost up to £23million.

The new facility in Tiffield near Towcester will cater for children aged four to 18 who are on the autistic 
spectrum and have speech, language and communication needs, as well as those with severe learning 
difficulties.  

Licensed Taxi fare increases 
Cabinet members decided to support a proposal to increase taxi fares across West 
Northamptonshire. The proposals create a single tariff across West Northamptonshire, setting the 
maximum that licensed taxis can charge.

Award of transitional contract for Highways services 
Cabinet agreed proposals for a new contract with engineering consultancy WSP to continue to 
provide expert technical guidance and support on specific large-scale highways projects. The aim of this 
interim arrangement is to ensure these projects continue to move forward without additional costs or 
potential delays from the appointment of a new supplier.

Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme 
Cabinet approved the proposed scheme for 2023/24 and recommended this to Council.

Cost of living increase: how we are supporting residents 
Cabinet noted the contents of the report and tasked the all-party Anti-Poverty Working Group to 
oversee a range of actions to take place over the next year and support the development of other 
interventions that respond to local need.

Upcoming meetings this month 

Due to the amount of business we have to get through this month, a second session of Cabinet will take 
place at the Forum at 6pm on Friday 23 September 

Full Council will also meet later in the month, at 6pm in the Guildhall on Thursday, 29 September. 

Town and Parish Councils are reminded that a regularly updated calendar of meeting dates is 
available on our website, where it is also possible to subscribe to updates to receive e-mails on 
arrangements for particular committee meetings that might be of interest. 

Meetings are also streamed live on our YouTube channel 

Updates from Tuesday’s Cabinet meeting 
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